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Dear Member
 
It has been a while since my last newsletter advising that our waters would be
closed due to Covid-19 restrictions. Sadly, we are still not able to give a
definitive date for fishing to restart. But it is looking promising.
 
Fishing after Lockdown - Phase 1
The Scottish First Minister announced on Thursday 21st that May 28th may see
a decision on relaxation of lockdown restrictions. This will confirm Scotland
moving to Phase One of the Scottish Government’s "Route Map” (copy
attached). This document may be revised by the Scottish Government as their
policies evolve. The latest version can be downloaded from:
 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-
making-scotlands-route-map-through-out-crisis/
 
Phase 1 of the Route Map will allow participation in certain outdoor sports and
activities including angling.
It could be argued that the advice itself is imprecise as the document includes
the following under Phase 1:
 
"You will also be permitted to travel short distances for outdoor leisure and
exercise but advice to stay within a short distance of your local community and
travel by walk, wheel and cycle where possible."
 
This could be open to alternative interpretations. In Argyll, a "short distance"
could be quite different to one in Glasgow. A graphic summarising the phases
of lockdown release has been circulated that includes mention of a 5 mile
recommendation. In our case this would render most of our waters out-of-
bounds to most members. The First Minister briefed on 22nd May that the 5 mile
limit was not going to be mandatory and subject to local circumstances, so it
looks as though our access will be unrestricted. We just need a definite date to
be announced.
The Scottish Government has emphasised that a decision on easing the
lockdown will be based upon infection rates at that time, so the Club's waters

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making-scotlands-route-map-through-out-crisis/


lockdown will be based upon infection rates at that time, so the Club's waters
will not actually open on the 28th May and suspension will remain in place until
the Scottish Government confirms if and at what date any lifting of restrictions
will apply. As soon as confirmation is announced I shall provide an update;
social distancing will still be required. Details of safe practice guidelines for all
anglers will be published shortly by Angling Scotland.
It is clear that should there be  a significant rise in the Covid-19 infection rate
and/or deaths then the current lockdown will  be maintained. Let us hope very
much that this is not needed.
 
Subscriptions
I would like to remind members who have yet to renew subscriptions that these
are now due. Subscriptions can be paid online using Paypal to olac@ymail.com
or by bank transfer. Details are given on the 2020 membership application form
(attached). Please use the form to advise Treasurer Iain Moody if any of your
details have changed.
If you have yet to renew, please pay your subscription soon. The Club has
financial commitments to meet. Our utility suppliers, insurers and riparian
owners have not waived their charges. Fishing will be a welcome release to us
all when the lockdown is eased but the Club will cease to exist if we do not have
the funds to continue. There will be many financial casualties of the Covid-19
pandemic. Your subscription will ensure that Oban and Lorn Angling Club is
not among them.
 
Thanks
Thank you for your cooperation  and continued support through this
disquieting time. I must give special thanks to Donald Maclean for strimming
the verges around the Club Hut at Mossfield. As I am in lockdown with my wife
who is "shielding" for 12 weeks, this was a job I was not looking forward to
doing. Thank you Donald.
 
Work parties
Work parties will resume in due course when it is prudent to assemble in
accordance with Phase 1 restrictions. I see that we are forecast to get a month's
rain in the next 24 hours, so we may see more water in Loch Nant than of late.
The first job, once we can get out, will be to launch the boats there as planned
for March 29th.
 
More so than usual, I hope that this email finds you well and raring to go and
catch some fish. Fingers crossed it will be soon.
 
Kind regards
 
Jonathan Anglesea
President
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